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Up to the time of the entrancce of this class to

Villanova there had never been a Freshman Class

of such large numbers. Like every other Freshman
Class we thought a big reception was our due be-

cause of our great number. And like every other

Freshman Class we got our just due in the form of

the Hobble Gobble Initiation. As much as we dis-

liked it at the time it has come to be one of our

fondest recollections of our first year at Villanova.

After our recovery from this ordeal came the or-

ganization of the group into a class. The election

of officers was the first step in this direction. Samuel
D. Bond, president; Harry T. Griffith, vice-presi-

dent; Joseph McHugh, treasurer, and John D. Han-
rahan, secretary, were the officers chosen to guide

us through our first year of college life. By orders

of the Sophomore Class, the class began to present

entertainments and diversions for the remainder of

the student body. The outstanding event of this

long line of performances was the "Freshman Frol-

ics." The feature of the Frolics was a one-act play

"The Coward," in which appeared Samuel D. Bond,
Kenneth Cook, Joseph McGuinn, Thomas Campion;
James V. Hartnett and Frank Ronnenberg. The
class orchestra played for the several vaudeville

acts and the dance which followed in Alumni Hall.

Soon after this our President, Samuel D. Bond,
was forced to leave school due to wounds received in

action in France, Harry T. Griffith succeeded to

the presidency. Plans were formulated for the

banner event of our initial year, the Freshman Hop.
This affair by means of novel advertising and whole-

hearted support of the class, was the most success-

ful Freshman dance ever held at the college and set

a criterion which other Freshman classes have al-

ways emulated.

The next step toward our goal, our Sophomore
year, came with a very slight casualty list among
our members. JDue to the succcesses of our first

year the first meeting was alive with enthusiasm

and plans were made for still greater activity. The
election of officers and plans for the "reception to

the incoming class" were the main topics of discus-

sion. Harry T. Griffith was re-elected president,

Joseph J. McGuinn, vice-president; Cletus A.

^Seaver, treasurer, and Edward V. Duffy, secretary.

The usual reception to the Freshmen was turned

into an "exposition," with the Frosh as the main
show. The Vigilance Committee after many hard

struggles had all ubiquitous Freshmen under their

surveillance. The Chamber of Horrors, introduced

by this body, was the most effective means yet used

to make Freshmen remember their standing upon
the campus. Partaking in all events the class finally

wound up the year by holding the Sophomore Soiree.

This very successful dance was one worthy of the

tradition of Villanova's spring dance.

The return to College in the Fall of 1924 was
marked very much by the ever increasing spirit of

class ambition. This was our Junior year, the year

of our greatest social and college life. To accom-

plish the tasks that were before us; to make this

year, as it is universally believed to be, the best of.

undergraduate years, plans were carefully laid.

With a finer spirit, seldom found anywhere, petty

jealousies, fraternal and sectional differences and
selfish motives were forgotten for the common good.

The election of officers resulted as follows: James
A. Trainor, president; Joseph J. McGuinn, vice-

president ; Louis M. Memminger, treasurer ; Edward
V. Duffy, secretary. A year that exceeded all ex-

pectations followed.

The one end to which every member seemed to

aspire, was a complete Junior Week that would be

long remembered at the "grey walls." For this pur-

pose President Trainor appointed two distinct com-
mittees, one to have full control of the Junior Week
program ; the other the Junior Prom. The Prom
committee comprised Louis M. Memminger, chair-

man; James V. Hartnett, William J. Ryan, John J.

Furlong, John B. McAneny, Joseph J. McGuinn and

Thomas V. Halloran. The Junior Week committee

consisted of Cletus A. Seaver, chairman; James V.

O'Neil, Bernard M. Quinn, Joseph J. McDonald,
James P. Kane, William J. Flynn and Edward V.

Duffy.

The week, crowded with functions and Juniors

with their numeraled and initialed canes, were
ushered in. The opening event was a Grotesque

Dance in Alumni Hall. The decorations were a

unique and well received feature due to the in-

genuity of Tommie Halloran. The following eve-

ning the Juniors were the guests of the Senior Class

at the traditional Belle Air smoker. The next day

the Tea Dansant that had been planned was turned

into a victory dance to celebrate the defeat of Holy

Cross at the hands of the Varsity baseball team. On
Friday night came the most important event in

every Junior's life, the Junior Prom. The main ball-

room of the Ritz Carlton Hotel was the scene of this

pompous affair. When the dawn broke and the

music had ceased, many fond memories were stored

away for those who were present.

Thus ended a week that will be unprecedented

for many, especially those of the Class of Twenty-

six. Our greatest hopes were exceeded, Boston Col-

lege, Holy Cross, and Penn A. C. all went down be-

fore the bats of our ball twirlers. The two year


